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Second Group of Informal Waste Collectors Gain Legal Recognition  
 

A second group of informal waste collectors, members of the newly established 

Association of Informal Waste Collectors, now has legal contracts for the work they do.  
The USAID Plastic Recycling Project, together with the Public Utility Company (PUC) 

Komunalna Higiena and Pakomak, held a ceremony to promote the formal 
employment of this group. 
 

Four months ago, the first ever group of informal waste collectors signed such contracts 
and the results have been better than expected.  Since then, those collectors earned 

24% more money from selling recyclable waste than they did before.   
 
“The Public Utility Company in Skopje is now collecting more than two and a half times 

as much paper and plastic as they did before engaging these legally recognized 
collectors,” said USAID Mission Director, Robert Wuertz.  “That is both reducing the 

volume of garbage in the Drisla landfill and reducing the cost of operating the landfill.” 
 
Thousands of people in Macedonia depend on informal collection of recyclable 

materials for their livelihoods.  Until recently, these collectors were considered 
incompatible with a modern waste management system.  The excellent cooperation 

between the USAID Plastic Recycling Project and all relevant partners, which led to 
legal recognition of informal collectors, is continuing with a focus on resolving social, 
health, employment and waste management issues.  

 
NOTE TO EDITORS:     

Since 2005, the USAID Plastic Recycling Project has invested nearly U.S. $1.3 million to develop the 

recycling industry in Macedonia.  In its third phase, the USAID Plastic Recycling Project is targeting 500 

informal collectors from five municipalities, focusing on increasing their knowledge and abilities 

related to basic business skills, negotiations with buyer companies, health and safety measures while 

dealing with waste, registration procedures and legislation.   Project partners include the Ministry of 

Labor and Social Affairs, the City of Skopje, PUC Komunalna Higiena, PAKOMAK(the first authorized 

company for management of packaging waste), the municipalities of Skopje, Tetovo, Kumanovo, 

Strumica and Bitola, and Roma NGOs from these municipalities. 

 

The American people, through USAID, have invested nearly $500 million in Macedonia since 1993. 

USAID is implementing projects that create jobs, reduce corruption, and prepare Macedonian 

students for the workforce. These initiatives improve the quality of life and support Macedonia’s 

transition to a stable and prosperous democracy. USAID provides economic and humanitarian 

assistance in more than 100 countries. For more information please visit http://macedonia.usaid.gov. 


